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STORMWATER POLLUTION 

Stormwater pollution
The Gold Coast’s rivers, estuaries and beaches are our natural playground, enjoyed by millions 
of users every year for swimming, boating, fishing, surfing and wildlife-watching.  We all share 
responsibility of keeping our waterways clean by making sure only clean water enters our 
stormwater systems.

What is stormwater?
Stormwater is rain or water that runs off roofs, roads and 
footpaths into the stormwater system. The stormwater 
system carries water to the nearest creek, river or waterway. 
Stormwater is not treated before it enters our waterways.

There is a strong link between rainfall events and the 
health of our waterways. When it rains pollutants such as 
litter, oils, detergents, fertilisers, pesticides, grass cuttings, 
animal wastes and soil from our backyards can be washed 
down street drains, through the stormwater system and 
discharged into our canals, creeks, rivers and ocean.

What are the impacts of 
stormwater pollution on  
our waterways?
• Litter harms wildlife and can potentially release other 

pollutants over time.

• Herbicides and pesticides that are used incorrectly 
in home gardens can be washed into our waterways 
where they can kill fish.

• Grass clippings are high in nitrogen and other nutrients. 
When not disposed of correctly, they wash into 

waterways during rain. Green garden waste can contain 
the seeds and vegetative parts of weeds, such as stems 
and tubers, which can result in new infestations of 
serious environmental weeds along river banks.

• Garden clippings, detergents and animal droppings from 
our backyards increase nutrient loads in waterways, 
which can stimulate algal blooms.

• Soil, sand, sediment and litter from building sites and 
other exposed areas, such as dirt roads and quarries, 
can wash into our waterways and smother seagrasses 
and other aquatic plants and animals.

• Polluted stormwater results in poor water quality in our 
waterways and compromises recreational activities, 
such as fishing and swimming.

The law
Under the Environmental Protection Act, allowing 
contaminants to enter stormwater drains, roadside 
gutters and waterways is an offence and may attract 
an on-the-spot fine to the value of 15 penalty units (for 
an individual) or 75 penalty units (for a corporation), or 
prosecution for multiple offences. 

See the City website for information about penalty  
unit values.
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Pollutants that wash into stormwater drains end up in our 
waterways. Do the right thing.

Urban stormwater can contain high nutrients which lead to 
poor water quality and algal blooms.

Uncontained litter and sediment from building sites can 
wash into our waterways.

How you can help reduce 
stormwater pollution
You can make a significant difference to the health of your 
local waterway by following these simple steps.

• Apply fertilisers to gardens and lawns in moderation and 
use environmentally friendly products.

• Pick up your animal’s droppings and put them in the bin.

• Put your litter and cigarette butts in the bin.

• Take waste engine oil and solvents to the recyclers or a 
collection point.

• Dispose of grass and garden clippings responsibly.

• Water restrictions permitting, wash your car and other 
equipment on the lawn, not the driveway. However, 
please remember vehicles cannot be parked on 
footpaths at any time.

• Sweep your driveway instead of hosing.

• Limit your use of plastic bags. Re-use and dispose of 
them responsibly.

For more information
P 07 5581 6220 
E mail@goldcoast.qld.gov.au 
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au


